
was not until the fourth 
century that this language 
was distilled into the words 
of the Nicene Creed, 
which we recite at Mass 
through most of the 
Church’s year.  

The problem for us is that 
the doctrine of the Trinity 
can seem to be rather ob-
scure, technical, confusing 
and remote from our life. 
However, the key to un-
derstanding the Trinity is 
quite simple: God is love, 
God is relationship. It is 
the Heart of Jesus, the 
Sacred Heart, to whom 
this month of June is dedi-
cated, that opens that love, 
at the heart of the Trinity, 
to us, and makes it real. 
The Sacred Heart is our 
access to the Trinity. 
Please join us for the No-
vena of the Sacred Heart, 
beginning this Wednesday. 
See details on page 4. 

We have had to get used to 
quite a lot of new language 
recently. Who had ever 
heard the word ‘furlough’ 
until about 12 weeks ago? 
While ‘lockdown’ was 
used sometimes, it was 
never quite as common-
place as it is now. And then 
isolating yourself became 
‘self-isolation’. Everyone 
has become semi-experts 
in the previously unknown 
science of virology and can 
talk about the R rate. 

It was the same in the early 
years of the Church. Jesus 
came to show us who God 
is. The Father revealed 
Jesus to be the Son, and 
the Son spoke of his rela-
tionship to the Father. The 
Holy Spirit was sent by the 
Father, and was seen in the 
form of a dove, but was 
then sent to the Church, as 
we celebrated last week at 
Pentecost. Jesus revealed 
that God is a Trinity of 
persons—a communion 
held together by perfect 
love. 

The problem for the early 
Church was that, although 
the relationships between 
the Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit were there in the 
Gospels, they had to devel-
op the language, the agreed 
use of particular words, so 
as to be able to express the 
Mystery of the Trinity cor-
rectly and adequately. It 

A WORD FROM THE PARISH PRIEST 

SAINT OF THE WEEK 
St Robert of            
Newminster 

1100-1159 
Robert was born near Skip-
ton in Yorkshire, and stud-
ied in Paris, and was or-
dained priest. He became a 
monk at Whitby. Robert 
was one of a group of 
monks who set up a new-
monastery near Skeldale, 
after a split from York Ab-
bey. The community was 

known for their holiness, 
which drew a new novice: 
the Dean of York. He 
brought great riches with 
him, and this allowed the 
monks to establish Foun-
tains Abbey, a new Cister-
cian monastery. Robert 
was a prayerful, devout 
and humble man. Robert 
was elected abbot, and was 
endowed with gifts of 
prophecy and of miracles. 
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MASS INTENTIONS THIS WEEK 

Prayer LINE 
Our Prayer group are not meeting at the moment, but they are still praying! If you have any intentions that you want to 
have others pray for, then please email your intentions to: prayersplease@yahoo.com This is a confidential prayer line, 

subject to normal safeguarding. 

Saturday David Pooley Wednesday 

Sunday People of the Parishes Thursday 

Tuesday Peace in the world Saturday 

A Private Mass (by the priest alone) will be offered for the following intentions this week 

Special Intention (MM) 

Irene Reynolds & Patrick McCann 

Irene Aylward & Dec of family 

Monday John Martin Friday Michael Lakin 

LIve streamed mass & Resources 
Fr Julian is not live-streaming Mass. However, many 
priests are. These range from the Cathedral to local par-
ish churches. Have a look at what is available, to view 
Mass online: https://www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk/
parishes-with-live-streams  You can also look in at the 
shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham who have a live-
stream for Mass and Devotions at https://
www.walsingham.org.uk/live-stream/  

By order of His Grace the Archbishop, all our churches are now closed to the public and parish-
ioners until further notice. 

Mass is celebrated privately each day, by the priest alone. Please unite your intentions to the of-
fering to the Mass, and make a Spiritual Communion. 

No other Sacraments may be celebrated at the moment other than in exceptional circumstances, 
such as the last Sacraments, in danger of death. Please contact Fr Julian by email at 

fr.julian@rcaob.org.uk to ensure that he receives requests quickly. Do not leave messages for 
urgent matters on the parish voicemail. 

Funerals are not being celebrated in church, but only graveside or crematorium services for im-
mediate family are being offered. Requiem Mass is offered on the day of the funeral by the priest 

alone. A Funeral Mass at a later time after restrictions are lifted will be able to be arranged. 
Mass can still be offered for any intentions. Either place the Mass offering in an envelope, writ-
ing the intention on the outside of the envelope and clearly marking it ‘Mass Offering’, and post 
it through the Presbytery door at St Joseph’s, or email Fr Julian to arrange and give the offering 
later (use above email address).  The same can be done for Sanctuary Lamps. Please mark enve-

lopes ‘Sanctuary Lamp’ and preferred church. Or email and give donation later. 
We still rely on your offertory! But please keep hold of your offertory envelopes or money and 
let us have it when we return to church. Don’t worry about getting it to us now. If you 

can please set up a Standing Order or give online (See page 3) 
Fr Julian is using the time to speak to parishioners by telephone. If you or anyone you know 

would like to receive a telephone call, please let Fr Julian know, preferably by email. There will 
be no Parish Priest’s Open House until further notice. 

PARTNERSHIP OF PARISHES ON 
YOUTUBE! 

Fr Julian (and a few guests) are doing Daily reflections, 
Mass homilies and devotional content online, and a video 
aimed at children once a week.  To access the Partner-
ship of Parishes YouTube channel, please search 
YouTube for ‘Our Lady of Grace Parishes’ or use this 
link https://tinyurl.com/wqtqx76 
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Sanctuary Lamps 
This week the lamps are dedicated for:  
St Joseph’s: Special Intention (JC) 
St John’s: Special Intention (MM) 
Sanctuary lamps can still be dedicated. Minimum 
donation £5. Please see page 2 on how to request 
sanctuary lamp dedications while churches are 
closed. 

PARISH REGISTERS 
Deaths 
Of your charity please pray for the soul of Irene Reyn-
olds. Funeral service on Thursday 11th June at Biddulph 
Cemetery. 
And also for the soul of Patrick Joseph McCann. Funeral 
service on Thursday 11th June at Bradwell Crematorium 
It is not possible to attend funeral services, as they are restricted 
to the closest family, but please pray for the souls of the dead. 

Requiescant in pace 

Hospital If you know someone in hospital, ask the nurs-
es to call the Chaplain on call. This is the best way of 
notifying the Catholic chaplain on call. Otherwise, please 
call the chaplaincy on 01782 676400. This is the best way 
of ensuring a chaplain visits your loved one. 

Biddulph foodbank update 
Food donations to the Foodbank continue to come in 
from Sainsbury’s, St Lawrence’s and Morrisons, Congle-
ton. Thanks to those who continue to contribute. We 
have received fresh food donations too, such as bread 
from Fare Share and Tesco, Congleton. We are also re-
ceiving extra toiletry supplies, cleaning products and 
baby nappies, through Period Power. The Foodbank con-
tinues to be busy. If you know anyone who has a vouch-
er, they can put it into the postbox around the back of 
the Church meeting room before Thursday. Food will be 
delivered on Friday. Thanks to our two teams of parish-
ioners who are helping with transport. 

supporting your  parish           
financially at this time 

It would be a great help to the Parishes if parishioners 
would begin to pay their weekly/monthly collection 
money by Standing Order from your bank to ours. It 

means we can continue to receive your Collection 
through this time, but also in any case, means we avoid 
bank charges on paying in cash. To begin paying your 

contribution to the Parish by Standing Order please use 
the form here: https://tinyurl.com/uqsttlr 

and deliver/post to St Joseph’s presbytery. 

Thanks to those parishioners who have responded and 
filled in a standing order form. 

Good News! Over the last couple of years, while we 
have set up a new SVP in Biddulph, the SVP groups in 
Goldenhill and Kidsgrove both went into abeyance. The 
good news is that the volunteers who have taken part in 
‘St Joseph’s Volunteers’ during the lockdown are now 
looking at setting up a joint SVP for Goldenhill and 
Kidsgrove to keep up the good work. If you are interest-
ed in being part of the group, then please let Fr Julian 
know, and he’ll put you in touch with the group. 

Our Lady of Grace Men’s Group We have started 
another series of studies, this time on the Holy Spirit. 
While we can’t meet in real life, we are going to have a 
go at doing these sessions online. If you want to take 
part, please email Fr Julian. The next session is on Friday 
12th June at 7.30pm on Microsoft Teams. 

Mary’s Meals In April, Magnus McFarlane Barrow 
made an update about what the charity is doing at the 
moment by video (click the word video). He has now 
done a second video update. Knowing how keen many 
parishioners are to support this partner charity, it is in-
teresting to keep up on the work they are doing. 

preparing our churches to 
open again 

It looks like Catholic churches are going to open again in 
the near future for private prayer in preparation for the 
restoration of public Mass and worship once again. How-
ever, reopening requires the implementation of measures 
to ensure social distancing and health and safety for eve-
ryone. There will have to be a risk assessment first of all 
to identify the things we will have to do. As was also said 
previously, after an initial assessment, we will only open 
St Joseph’s and English Martyrs’ churches initially. We 
will have to have a plan to mark out areas where people 
can sit or kneel; a one way system; volunteers to staff 
opening times to direct people and to clean; hand saniti-
sation.  

We need volunteers to staff opening times! It is an abso-
lute necessity to have a minimum of two volunteers eve-
ry time a church is open for prayer. Volunteers must be 
under the age of 70 and not have underlying health con-
ditions. We are going to have two meetings this week to 
arrange this: 

Wednesday at 7pm at English Martyrs’—in the garden 
outside the church. 

Friday at 7pm at St Joseph’s—in the presbytery garden. 

We need people who can help with risk assessment and 
marking out areas in church. We also need people who 
can direct as stewards, and help with cleaning. Please 
come to the meetings, as we have to be quite strict about 
the measures we put in place, and this needs to be com-
municated to all volunteers. If we don’t get volunteers, 
churches will have to remain closed. 



SACRED HEART NOVENA 

John 6:51-58 

Jesus said to the crowd: ‘I am the living bread 
which has come down from heaven. Anyone who 
eats this bread will live for ever; and the bread that 
I shall give is my flesh, for the life of the world.’ 
Then the Jews started arguing with one another: 
‘How can this man give us his flesh to eat?’ they 
said. Jesus replied: ‘I tell you most solemnly, if 
you do not eat the flesh of the Son of Man and 
drink his blood, you will not have life in you. Any-
one who does eat my flesh and drink my blood has 
eternal life, and I shall raise him up on the last day. 
For my flesh is real food and my blood is real 
drink. He who eats my flesh and drinks my blood 
lives in me and I live in him. As I, who am sent by 
the living Father, myself draw life from the Father, 
so whoever eats me will draw life from me. This is 
the bread come down from heaven; not like the 
bread our ancestors ate: they are dead, but anyone 
who eats this bread will live for ever.’ 

NEXT SUNDAY ’S GOSPEL 
KEY VERSE: "He who eats my flesh and drinks my blood lives 
in me, and I live in him" (v.56) 
TO KNOW: In John's account of Jesus' multiplication of the 
loaves in the wilderness, he moved from the wisdom theme of 
Jesus' discourse on the Bread of Life, to the Sacramental theme. 
The vocabulary changes graphically: "flesh and "blood," and 
"eat and drink." Jesus spoke clearly of the nourishment of his 
body and blood given to us in the Eucharist. His flesh was "real 
food" and his blood was "real drink." The Greek word for 
’eating’ in this passage is "to gnaw," or "to munch." In Jewish 
thought blood stood for life, and the blood belonged to God. 
When Jesus told his followers that they must drink his blood he 
meant that they must take his very life into themselves. Jesus is 
the supreme "sacrament" of God, nourishing the faithful with 
his own body and blood. Without this sacred food, we cannot 
have eternal communion with him and his Father. How unfortu-
nate that those who claim a literal interpretation of other pas-
sages of scripture, deny the reality of Jesus' real presence in the 
Eucharist as explained by Jesus himself. 
TO LOVE: Do I understand the real presence of Christ in the 
Eucharist? Could I explain it to others? 
TO SERVE: Lord Jesus, feed me at your table of eternal life.  

You are invited to join in the preparation for the Solemnity of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, which is on Friday 19th June. The Novena begins 
on Wednesday this week, 10th June, and continues for nine days. The best way to participate is by logging on to the Partnership of Parish-
es YouTube channel, where Fr Julian will give a daily reflection on the Heart of Jesus, and lead the Novena prayers. The prayers are here 

below: 

O my Jesus, you have said: "Truly I say to you, ask and you will receive, seek 
and you will find, knock and it will be opened to you." Behold I knock, I seek 
and ask for this grace  ______ (name your request here). 

Our Father . . . Hail Mary . . . Glory Be . . . 

Sacred Heart of Jesus, I place all my trust in you. 

O my Jesus, you have said: "Truly I say to you, if you ask anything of the Father 
in my name, he will give it to you." Behold, in your name, I ask the Father for 
this grace ______ (name your request here). 

Our Father . . . Hail Mary . . . Glory Be . . . 

Sacred Heart of Jesus, I place all my trust in you. 

O my Jesus, you have said: "Truly I say to you, heaven and earth will pass away but my words will not pass 
away." Encouraged by your infallible words I now ask for this grace ______ (name your request here). 

Our Father . . . Hail Mary . . . Glory Be . . . 

Sacred Heart of Jesus, I place all my trust in you. 

O Sacred Heart of Jesus, for whom it is impossible not to have compassion on the afflicted, have pity on us mis-
erable sinners and grant us the grace which we ask of you, through the Sorrowful and Immaculate Heart of Mary, 
your tender Mother and ours. 

Hail Holy Queen . . . 

St. Joseph, foster father of Jesus, pray for us. Amen. 






